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Rijumati’s travels, part 6 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I have finally made it to the USA, where I am staying with my dear friend, Manapa, and his wife Carson, 
it is wonderful to be here in Seattle with them.  Having been in Asia for the last 9 months I am 
experiencing a bizarre variety of culture shock at being back in the West!  How does this country work, 
what are the people like, where am I???  But it was the same arriving in Russia and then Japan, I am sure 
I will get over it. 
 
The Pacific crossing was awesomely dramatic with heavy seas, lots of whales around the Aleutian Islands 
and a force 9 storm in the Gulf of Alaska (we took a northerly route from Japan).  I arrived in Canada 
having completely misjudged the distances.  Disembarking from Prince Rupert port I thought I would just 
take a local bus to get to Vancouver.  In fact it is a 24 hour bus covering 1600km and that is only half of 
the state of British Columbia.  Canada is mind-bogglingly BIG and very beautiful! 
 
I still haven't finished reflecting on Japan, and have several more pieces in the process of being written.  
Below is a short passage about my visit to Hiroshima, also my time walking the temple pilgrimage in 
Shikoku: 7 days of walking 20-30km in the scorching heat, most of the time on asphalt.  It was wonderful 
but hard work.  I did about one sixth of the pilgrimage, so I will just have to come back to Japan 
sometime.  I will write more about it later.   
 
Love 
Rijumati 
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