FWBO & TBMSG News

Mews and reviews from across the Friends of the Western Buddhist Order (FWBO) and

Trailokya Bauddha Mahasangha Sahayaka Gana (TEM5G).
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Inside this month:
Two new series:
FWBO people and
FWBO websites; three
deaths in the Order;
the Prajnaparamita Sanctuary;
Windhorse Publications
2009 catalogue; the
‘Essential Sangharakshita launched;
the FWBO in Denmark and Mongolia;
Delhi, Japan, New Zealand...

FWBO News

presents a bi-monthly anthology of stories illustrating some of what's going on across the FWBO
— the worldwide network of Buddhist centres, businesses, communities, arts events, and
individual projects that makes up the Friends of the Western Buddhist Order and Trailokya
Bauddha Mahasangha in India.

This month we have stories from India, UK, USA, Japan, Mongolia, Denmark, New Zealand,
Canada, and cyber-space — covering topics as diverse as ethical banking, art, Buddhism and
youth, Buddhism and old age, Sangharakshita, fundraising, Buddhism in prisons, and more.

Enjoy...
more inside




retreat

June 2009 will see the
FWBO's first ever
International Urban retreat.

These have been pioneered
a few FWBO centres over th
past few years, and have
proven both popular and
effective.
The dates ar20-27th June
2009

All readers of FWBO News
world-wide are welcome to
take part, whether or not the
are near an FWBO Centre.
Find it on Facebook leok for
the

Three ideas for 20009...
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Could this be the year you switch to ethical bagkin
Following the recent wave of financial crisis amdrsdal,
Triodos, the UK’s most actively ethical bank, repdi61% of
those interviewed who have a banking product, Setthey
now wanted to know more about how their bank invéseir
money”.

FWBO members in the UK already have over £750,000
deposited with Triodos, and they have for many yéaen the
lender of choice for new FWBO projects, financingm of the
FWBO’s communities and Right Livelihood businesses.

Triodos have recently launched a new rangeaefngs
accounts- and there’s a free copy of the popular ‘Go Slow
England’ book on offer to new customers. If you tanknow
more about where your savings are going, and todre
confident they’re being used for the good; try limgkinto
Triodos...

When you join there's an option to donate somé®iriterest
payable to one or another charity - including tNeB0O.

Although small compared to the high street giahtmdos are
a fully-fledged bank, describing themselves asulby f
independent bank and a pioneer of sustainablerandparent
banking”. They say “Our mission is to make moneyknor
positive social, environmental and cultural chahge.

Triodos

Bank

" $ 7w

+ %- 9,

:| social and Dhamma projects amongst India's poaresmost
disadvantaged communities. The majority of its fuack raised by
volunteer fundraisers, who live and work as a gmticommunity during
the five or so weeks of the door-knocking appe@his form of
fundraising was pioneered by Karuna in 1982: eireres Karuna’s been
developing such fundraising as a context for engdyeldhist practice.

Karuna are currently recruiting for their 2009 Appe als.
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Wednesday, December 31, 2008
Appreciation

As 2008 draws to a close, we thought we'd endth @ivery simple 'news item'. This was
received recently from an unknown reader; she says

"l recently came across your blog and have beeatingalong. | thought | would leave
my first comment. | don't know what to say excéyittl have enjoyed reading. Nice blog.
| will keep visiting this blog very often."

FWBO News says, “Thanks! — and Happy New Yearlto al

Tuesday, December 30, 2008
FWBO News featured on alltop.com

LIRS F\WBO News has been selected to feature in the Bsdsiection of Alltop.com

WSl (http:/buddhism.alltop.cojn As the name suggests, Alltop is an “online raagarack”

PRGOS of popular topics. They hand-pick sites offeringeptional content and aggregate articles
i into themed sections.

Featured in

Their Buddhist section is just one of many: theyeheategories covering everything framdictionto
yogaandauto-racingo zoology.

In their Buddhist section(http://buddhism.alltop.cojryou'll find (besides us of course) a series of
glimpses into the extraordinary diversity of WestBuddhist voices: the joys of Zen Coffee, the Dala
Lama's blog, the Strawberry Koan, beer and BuddhBmddhist comments on the Pope's Christmas
message, and lots more... The FWB@I&imind meditation teaching site is also featured (thetyiee
one's writing abouut Zen Coffee!)

Enjoy...

Monday, December 29, 2008

Three Deaths In the Order

We are sad to report that December saw three deathe
Western Buddhist Order - in America, India, andthé

Varada, from America, writes —

“Dharmachari Punya, died on December 11th aroudfl 2:
eastern time at his home in Massachusetts, USAliéte
peacefully and with Atula (one of his closest fdsj

Sucharita and Alex (his son) by his side. His midaas Amitabha so the chanting of his mantra would
be a good way to send him off”. Punya was ordamest 30 years ago, and was one of the first Order
Members to take the FWBO to America.

Amrideeep, one of the ‘Order Convening team indnairites —

“On 12th December night at around 11.00 pm Dhamexa&hildhari passed away due to Heart problem.
He had been under treatment for some time and hatplasty operation on same day on 12th, on
which he died. The funeral took place next day 8t at 12.00 p.m. Many OM's gathered for his fuhera
at Ambernath.
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“Shildhari was aged 59, from Ulhasnagar centrertmellumbai. He was ordained on 6th June 1999 in
Mahavihar at Dapodi, Pune. He had deep shraddhardsw hree Jewels, Dr.Ambedkar and Bhante
Sangharakshita. He was most of the time Chairmd@uabfijan Hitay Hostel and Social project and also
Chairmen of TBMSG Ulhasnagar for a short period.

“Some of his good qualities are: he was alwaysgkiitiative in many activities and also very Helgn
particular in chapter meetings. He was helpingéaie harmony within the chapter. He was outspoken,
positive and well balanced in his spiritual lifen& his ordination he has been Kalyana Mitra fearty

all who were ordained thereafter. He was widelpeeted amongst Buddhists and centres nearby. His
PUNYANUMODAN DAY was on Sunday 21st at his houséAimbarnatha”.

And Ashvajit writes -

"This is to inform you that Satyashri died on Sday 20 December at about 9:00am in the Royal Sussex
Hospital, Brighton. Her elder sister Susan andafrteer sons were with her at the time of her deatid
reported that her last breaths were taken genttiz, dignity.

"Satyashri had been suffering for some months faonrulent cancer that spread from her womb to her
lungs. She accepted the diagnosis with great dideitabout six weeks ago and the cancer spreadyapid
However she had time to write her will and makewnder wishes for her funeral before she died. She
had not long ago expressed a wish to take the Welkssa but her illness proceeded so rapidly thaag
not possible to arrange for that.

"Amongst her excellent qualities were her readirsasswillingness to help in practical ways, her
extraordinary ability to empathise, her quick andlit intelligence, her truthfulness, outspokenreass

lack of concern for mere convention, her lovingun@t and her tendency to take more thought forrsthe
than for herself. When she heard the prognosibdodisease, she was immediately more concerned for
her children and for her grandchildren than for é&v&n predicament.

"Her close friends in the Brighton sangha atteraleukeditation session called at short notice at the
Brighton Buddhist Centre the evening before shd.dibe Prajnaparamita and Amitabha mantras were
chanted, as Satyashri had been particularly ingfiyeAmitabha in the months preceding her death, as
well as by the golden radiance of her yidam th¢napmramita”.

Sunday, December 28, 2008

FWBO Websites VIl - Facebook

The FWBO has a growing presenceratebookthe social networking site, and for
this week’s featured FWBO website we’d like to aituce you to some of what's on
offer there.

First is the FWBO Pageww.facebook.com/pages/FWBO/277310489%hich
now boasts some 850 ‘fans’ (not our choice of [8lfem around the world. The
- “= FWBO page is a one-stop stop to the main FWBO wefigphotos, books — plus
interactive features such as a ‘ Discussion Boand a ‘Wall’ for chat. It's starting to list some
worldwide FWBO events, such as tinéernational Urban Retreat, to be held in June next year.

Besides the FWBO’s main Page on Facebook, themesrdber of groups, all of which have sprung up
pretty spontaneously over the past year. One’slgioglled “‘EWBO Friends of Western Buddhist
Order” and is for any kind of general purpose networkamgong folk interested in the FWBO.

# $ %& L1 (



Others are more specialised — there’s thriving camities based around th&ajraloka Meditation
Centre andPadmalokagroups, which both now have over 200 members, $haller groups for FWBO
Sanghas in Finland, Scotland, and elsewhere

Buddhafield NZ are taking the Buddhafield spirit to — guess wheMew Zealand! It's a good time to
check them out if you're anywhere nearby, with tlseimmer season just starting. Texeddhafield
festival group itself is surprisingly small, at just 90 mwmars, outnumbered by tiBaiddhafield Scotland
group — consisting of people who'd love to see Badield up in Scotland! An example of the power of
Facebook to connect people up and get somethingehapy in the ‘real world'.

In the same veirKaruna Appeals (FWBO) exists to connect past and future volunteers W&iuna’s
fundraising appeals — a great place to start ifrgailninking of a Karuna appeal.

A recent arrival is th& oung People in the FWBOgroup, started after last month’s weekend on the
same theme. They're debating stuff like “What’bkié to be a young person practising in the FWBO —
what's attractive and what's off-putting?”; “WhatsYOUNG person - what age limits, if any, should
this group or activities for younger Buddhists HavAnd “Communities and Team Based Right
Livelihoods: Are these attractive to young BuddhiBoday?” Answers on a postcard please — or j@n th
group and get typing!

The FWBO presence on Facebook looks set to growitBualso got a presence on other sites aroumd th
web - the enthusiast will also find us BlySpaceandOrkut — which has become TBMSG'’s ‘social
networking site of choice. And most recent of alaiTwitter feed — try following
http://twitter.com/FWBO_ Dharma .

The internet isn't for everyone, of course - if yewlesparate for some real human contact, proledvig

of the above will 'do it' for you. In that casestgo to theeWBO Centres' Address Liston our main

site for a full listing of all FWBO Centres worldae. Then log off, and go get on a bus!

Saturday, December 27, 2008
FWBO People: Karunamaya - womens

ordlnatlons In Indla good news, and an appeal!

4 This week, in our Saturday ‘People slot’, FWBO

! News features Karunamaya, a Western Order
Member who’s worked in India for many years. Her
name means 'Embodiment of Compassion’; she's a
key figure in the Ordination process for Indian
women.

Karunamaya's a naturally retiring person, so wétdon
actually have a 'big picture' of her. Fittingly wever,
you'll find her embedded in the centre of the
photograph opposite, or on teder Mosaic
(www.fwbo-
news.org/resources/mosaic/thumbnail/index.html

) five people to the right of Avalokitesvara’s elbdyys
though there is a close-ungre, as part of the Order Mosaic.

We're especially pleased to feature her because shigten to FWBO News to say —
We need more Dhammacharinis in India. Can you helpis?
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* In September 2008, 11 new women joined the Wie®addhist Order/TBM (in India). The largest
number of women ordained in India ever!

» But in January there’ll be even more — 15 womdreing ordained. The ordinations will be held & th
Bhaja retreat centre 29 December to 11 Januaryptihkc ordinations will be January 11, 2009. Tikis
an historic occasion - such a large group of Ins&vamen being ordained at one time. All their naes
listed below.

* Also we will be welcoming the first new Dhammawhafrom the state of Uttar Pradesh who is residen
in the state.

700 Indian women + want to train as Dhammacharifihat’'s more than in the whole of the rest of the
world!

* There are thousands of women in India who nesde¢d Dharma teachers (Dhammacharinis) to learn
the dhamma.

» Our main difficulty is the absence of funds.

* We have just £600/1200 USS$ per year for our ptofenough for one team member and a few other
expenses.

* We had serious difficulties finding the moneypty for women to attend the two-week ordination
retreat.

* And have ongoing difficulties to fund women taw® on retreats and to support team members to take
the Dhamma out to women in the cities and villages.

* It costs 490 Rupees (£6, 12 US$) for one Indiaman to go on a 1 week retreat.

* A woman in a low income job might earn 400-50(Bes in a month!

« Or they are dependent on husbands who are nayalmeady or able to give them the fee.

Could you afford to give £6, (US$12) a month? Thstof 4 cups of coffee? Or could all the membérs o
your group make a 50p, (US$1) donation each weeadnwiu meet? It would all help.

You can help Indian women to help themselves ahdravomen by visitingvww.justgiving.com/atmt

Regular donations by direct debit help us planweark. For details se@ww.indiansisters.orgor you
can e-mail us atmtrust@gmail.com Please state that your donation is for the Argrea Mabhila Trust
Ordination process. Thank you.

Women's Ordinations in India
We are pleased to announce the forthcoming ordinsinf
the following 15 women in India.

The women to be ordained are:-

[1] Rajani Barate - Pune, Dapodi [2] Anita Gaikwaéune,
Dapodi [3] Kamal Gaikwad - Pune, Dapodi [4] Alka
Manwatkar - Pune,Yerawada [5] Nalini Chabukswar -
Pune,Yerawada [6] Vishakha Mane - Pune, PimprEfrdila
llamkar - Aurangabad [8] Shushila Ingle - Auranghb|
Yashodhara Narvade - Aurangabad [10] Pratibha Shend
Amravati [11] Durga Devore - Amravati [12] Shalu 8fgam
- Wardha [13] Lata Patil - Nagpur [14] Indubai Shar-
Ghatkoper ,Mumbai [15] Savita Gautam - ModinagatglJt
Pradesh)

SADHU!

With Metta, Karunamaya
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Tuesday, December 23, 2008
Sangharakshita's

news:. an update

Sangharakshita’s diary last appeared in
FWBO News in early October.

Dharmamati, his secretary, has sent us th
update. He writes -

Bhante's health:
Bhante continues to be in quite good heal
since the last report. His eyesight has bee|
stable and he is still able to read large pri
with the aid of a illuminated magnifying
glass. He is also able to draft his own
correspondence by hand.

September:

The main event for September was Bhante's vis{ré&ow, Poland, where he opened the small but
beautiful Krakow Buddhist Centre. Nityabandhu atftees had put much hard work into creating a very
welcoming space for Buddhist activities. This wdmBte's second visit to Krakow.

His first took place six years ago, when he lauddhe publication of a Polish translation of 'The\&y'
Since then three more of his books have been #&tusinto Polish and published. At the openingute ¢
the ribbon to the Shrine room. After everyone weated Nityabandhu led a short meditation followgd b
an introduction. Bhante followed this with a shiaitk on 'Sanghaloka' the name Nityabandhu had given
the centre. This was followed by the dedicatioregeny led in Polish by Nityabandhu.

The opening ceremony concluded with a fanfare faotmumpeteer. This was inspired by the golden
trumpet that resounds, every hour, from the mualdipwver above Krakow's central square, originally
signalling the approach of enemy forces. This wadlswed by light refreshments in the reception area

October:

In October Bhante spent 12 days at Padmaloka,ngatiudy for the Men Mitra Convenors, on his 1975
lecture 'Enlightenment as Experience - and as Ngreience. He also performed a Kalyana Mitra
ceremony for Nityabandhu in the shrine room. Nigmdthu's Kalyana Mitra's are Satyaraja and
Paramabandhu.

November:

On Sunday the 9th of November
Bhante took part in the 30th
anniversary celebrations of the
London Buddhist Centre. In the
morning he cut the ribbon, marking
the sunday opening of Friends
Organic. The afternoon started in the
main shrine room of the LBC where
Maitreyabandhu publicly interviewed
Bhante on his recollections of the
early days of the LBC (this interview
was filmed by clear vision). After this
Bhante proceeded to unveil the
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"magnificent” painting by Aloka in the new basemshitine room.

This painting is a triptych depicting the Buddha®yamuni with his two chief disciples in the cehtra
panel, flanked by the Bodhisattvas and the Arahiartise left and right hand panels respectivelyaii
spoke briefly about this painting.

A few days later Amitasuri came to interview Bhaatédladhyamoloka on the importance of the
FWBO's land at Bodhgaya. He spoke about his owenpce of Bodghaya, why he wanted the
FWBO/TBMSG to purchase some land there and théhaddne thought this land should be put to. This
was significant given that Bodhgaya is the locatbthe next International Order Convention.

During the above period Bhante continued to sewiohahls virtually every day both at Madhyamaloka
and wherever he travelled. He also worked on trexiBus Garland Seminar' with Samacitta and
completed study on the Parayana Vagga of the Slip@ia with a local Men's chapter. The Precious
Garland is due to be released by Windhorse in 2009.

December:

For the rest of November and December Bhante wiitaying at Madhyamaloka and does not intend to
do any travelling. He will, however, continue toehpeople individually, do editing work on the
'Precious Garland Seminar' and, weather permitgador his daily walk in the large Madhyamaloka
garden.

The next planned visit will be to the European @haissembly at Taraloka in January, where he will
give a talk and a question and answer sessio2000 he'll be making a tour of a number of FWBO
Centres to launch 'The Essential Sangharakshathandsome 750-page compendium of his writings now
available for advance orders from Windhorse Pubboa. FWBO News hopes to carry a review of this
very soon.

Dharmamati

Monday, December 22, 2008
Windhorse Publications releases 2009 catalogue

Windhorse Publications the FWBQO’s main publisher, have released

2009 their 2009 catalogue — and very handsome it is!
Windhorse Publications

There's lots on Buddhist practice, for instancePananda’s pocket
guide to meditation focusing omte Body — the third book in
Windhorse’s best-selling series, which includese¢ Heart’ and ‘the
Breath’, both by Vessantara.

There’s a new edition of Transforming Self and Wlorl
Sangharakshita’s guide to the Sutra of Golden L.igabhd new edition
of the Dhammapada.

Windhorse don’t simply publish books — there’s avging collection of
Buddhism for today multi-media introductions to meditation.

(TN . . .
W To be released are ‘Life with Full Attention’, anwgek course on

mindfulness by Maitreyabandhu; which will accomp#my FWBO's firstinternational Urban Retreat
in June 2009, and Nagapriya’'s second book ‘Vismigahayana Buddhism’, which looks set to be as
popular as hisExploring Karma and Rebirth .
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Sangharakshita’s ‘Living Ethically — Advice from dirjuna’s Precious Garland’, also due for release
during 2009, will join his existing book&iving with Awareness and Living with Kindness'.

The catalogue is available on-line or to downlaaadnf Windhorse’s
very handsome new blog, which you'll find at
windhorsepublications.blogspot.com

They are also taking advance orders for ‘The
Essential Sangharakshita’, just published by EHE
Wisdom. This eagerly awaited selection of ESSENTIAL

SANGHARAKSHITA

Sangharakshita’s writings, edited by Vidyadevi
is available for pre-order now through Windhors
Publications for the bargain price of £16.99.

Due for release in January 2009, The Essentialtf®aagshita is the culmination
of over fifty years of one man's study, practiaal aersonal experience of
Buddhism.

Sunday, December 21, 2008

FWBO Websites VI: Red Noses Unlimited

Red Noses UnlimitedMww.rednoses-unlimited.co.ulk is this week’s featured FWBO website.

Created and run by Jayacitta, an Order MemberdiinrEast
London, it invites one and all to enter the worldhe clown. And
there is, perhaps, more to clowns and clowning thaats the eye.
As she says -

“A Clown is a being that steps into the world afiekle or she is
open to new experiences, meeting things, peomeaiewith
wonder, curiosity and a sense of pleasure. Quiterdint from our
pragmatic and often routine way of being, a clowiforever
discovering the new. She enjoys being just hensalever she is -
so being shy, awkward, grumpy, afraid, bossy,rfglln love or falling over - all those have a pla®d
can be experienced, seen and celebrated.

More seriously (if one can use the word in sucbratext!), Red Noses offer professional training in
team-work, communication skills, leadership, publiesentation, listening & engagement. Jayacita’s
regular trainer on street-fundraising appealstierKaruna Trust — she’s found clown training helps
people working or living together to meet in deepederstanding and with more empathy for each pther
therefore to create a deeper trust and a stroegeesof community and co-operation between them.

Red Noses have also appeared in Scotland — FWBG Kepyorted in September on what was probably
the first everClowning and Insight’ retreat, held at the FWBO’'®hanakosa retreat centre

Red Noses Unlimited emerged after Jayacitta traimgdhysical theatre at KIKLOS SCUOLA
INTERNAZIONALE DI CREAZIONE TEATRALE in Padova, Itg. And according to Giovanni
Fusetti, director and main teacher at KIKLOS, éduthe training — in fact the final point and highart
— is the development of one’s own Clown, the “po&tnsposition of the unique silliness of the dcto
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Discover and enjoy...!
Friday, December 19, 2008

1000 meditators in India, fundraising for NNBY

Last Friday and Saturday nights saw the full mogpearing at it s
biggest and brightest for 15 years, accordingsttbonomers

It also saw over 1,000 people in India meditatingany all night — as a
fundraiser for NNBY, the ‘National Network of BuddhYouth’

created by members of the Order some three yearsTagy were
joined by many others around the world, in the BKance, the US,
Mexico, Australia, and elsewhere, where meditatoes singly or in
groups for a night of practice.

Well over UK £1,000 was raised (figures are stiingng in, especially
from India and the US), and the reports from Irebanded almost
ecstatic the morning after — “we did it!". Accordito reports from
Kumarajiv, one of the founder members of NNBY, évent seems to
have been something of a collective milestonegificant step forwards
in their organising ability - and confidence in fh@wer of collective
practice!

Publicity for the event was almost entirely inté¢rbased, with word

| being spread vigacebookand ‘Orkut’ (a Google-based social
networking site much used by NNBY members). Thexzhpped when
Facebook deleted the ‘FWBO Buddhists’ profile amel associated
event — it was revived but lost some momentum énpitocess!

S As a result, NNBY are still fundraising for themraual budget — they
receive no statutory funding of any sort, or frony & WBO institutions. Their three priorities foretlyear
are -

1. Training Buddhist youth as leaders
2. Supporting their leaders to teach and organize
3. Sponsoring the NNBY National Annual Conference

The nextNNBY annual conferencebegins very soon — on December 25th at TBMSG’s[Baaran
retreat centre outside Nagpur. As in previous yesamsie 500 youth are expected to attend.

Contributions from readers of FWBO/TBMSG News dié\&ery welcome — and two separate internet
donations sites are active, for readers indBé\ (via the FWBO's New York Centre) akkK (via
Justgiving) respectively.
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Wednesday, December 17, 2008

New palntlng unvelled at the LBC;
- Sangharakshita
Interviewed

Readers of FWBO News will know the
LBC recently suffered a major flood in
its basement on the eve of its 30th
anniversary.

Very shortly before that, they had
welcomed Sangharakahita, who on
November 8th had unveiled a unveiled a
major new shrine painting by Aloka to
celebrate the opening Bfeathing

Space a third shrine room at the
FWBO'sLondon Buddhist Centre.

As part of the opening and unveiling ceremoniesgBarakahita was interviewed by Maitreyabandhu
about his time at the LBC, and a video of this #meunveiling itself can be found on the 'talkstsm of
theLBC website. The beautiful triptych painting of the Buddh& immediate disciples, and the Arya
Sangha, includes figures from the Refuge Tree®ittestern Buddhist Order.

It is designed to be closable to allow the spadeetased for MBCT courses as part of the LBC's new
Breathing Space project. The photograph showsaltile painter, at work in his studio in Norwich.
photo of the finished painting as installed in HBC can be seen under the report for Decemb@r 23

Tuesday, December 16, 2008

Buddhlsm In Mongolia: the FWBO meets
' Lamaism — and Christianity

Following yesterday’s report on the new FWBO classeDenmark,
today we have news of another new Buddhist Cemtked to the
FWBO, also started by a woman — this one in Mordoli

The Centre is in Erdenet, some 300 kilometres fiilmencapital city
Ulaan Bataar, and was founded by a mitra, Oyunawlgo still runs it.
Oyuna contacted the FWBO via the West London Bustdbéentre.

Karunamaya, who recently visited en route to tlambualSakyadhita
International Buddhist women's conferencgwhich happened to be
held this year in Ulaan Bataar!), sends this report

“Oyuna has done amazingly well to set up her spmitre. When she returned from the UK, she bought a
one-bedroom flat which she has converted and destbiato a Buddhist Centre, even down to the detail
of having dimmer switches for the lights.
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“It costs something like 20 US dollars/month (Ink) to keep the centre running. Often she pays this
from her own money - my impression is that it's aletays easy to fund oneself in Mongolia. Oyuna
earns a living by tutoring students in Russian. Bussian is less in demand these days than En§lgsh.
she has just started a one-year English courséasnBataar - this will cost her 500 US dollarstfoe
year; it will also of course limit her ability tam an income and to keep the Buddhist Centre going

“She has nearly completed the Mongolian translatiofWhat is the Dharma?" by Sangharakshita, and
hopes to publish it soon.

“Tarahridaya (an Indian Dhammacharini travellinghwine to the Sakyadhita conference) and | visited
Erdenet twice, both times staying with Oyuna anddaeighter. The two of us, with Oyuna'’s support and
translation, offered a regular twice-daily prograenaf meditation instruction and small dharma
talks/discussion; also on the second visit we headdy retreat.

“At the time of our arrival, the Buddhist group hsitsrunk to a very few people attending. The endamsi
and impetus generated by Shuddhabha's visit lasthael decreased. My impression was that if | or
others visited again a public talk might help gateinterest. In fact | recommended this to Mahdaan
who was due to visit in September. (He subsequeldliyhis)”

The story continues with Oyuna’s next visit, by Mahnda and his friends David and Joanna from the
London Buddhist Centre.

David writes -

“We arrived with our wonderful host Oyuna who lodkafter
us so well despite study and work commitments. WWeew
assured that the talk on 'Buddhism in England’ tviare had
agreed to give at Oyuna's request would be a sffalt -
maybe ten people. However, as the taxi took usthagbwn
hall we gaped in disbelief at a twenty-foot higtstas outlining
our rosy cheeks with names transcribed intoMongolizyuna
had left the local Gelugpa monastery in chargeutslipity and
they had ramped the affair up by hiring the Pat#c@ulture!
The next day we were whisked to a TV studio fomH-hour
live interview. We came on in-between re-runs ofagadzi -
Joanna's favourite Soviet era cartoon! We endegivipg a
talk in a University as well and Mahananda keptgwee
amused leading some idiosyncratic stretching egescand simple meditation”.

“There’s a long history of Mongolian society

s and Buddhism. In 1921 the Russians helped
the Mongolians free the country from Chinese
occupation. Around that time it became the
Mongolian People's Republic. In the 1930s
Stalin told the Mongolians that they had two
masters, Buddhism and communism. He said
that until they only had one master it would
never truly be a Communist state.
Subsequently, the Mongolians themselves
destroyed Buddhism. Monasteries were
ransacked, monks/nuns were disrobed, forced
to marry or killed. Buddhism was very much
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equated with superstition. From what | can undedstthere was some truth in this. The Buddhist
monastic system did promote superstitious belidfaas the source of some corruption and moralytaxit

“Currently, there is still some suspicion about Bhigm in areas that | mentioned above, superstition
that it's incompatible with modern science and imahbehaviour on the part of the monastics.
Interestingly, on the Sakyadhita conference thas avtalk entitled ‘Democratic changes and the
conversion to Christianity’ by Narantuya Danzamlexing a lot of the background and suggesting
reasons why some modern Mongols have become Gimsstit's posted on the Wélgre.

We are exploring the possibility of setting up afslation Fund to help with the publication of loasi
Dharma materials in Mongolian — and of course oklweguages. Pleasentact FWBO Newsif you are
interested.

Monday, December 15, 2008
FWBO classes in Denmark

Advayasiddhi, one of the Order's only Danish mempleas recently returned
to Denmark and begun classes in Copenhagen. Sheisng what looks like a
pretty full programme of meditation and Dharma séss

To advertise these she, and members of the smaisD&angha, have created
the FWBO's first Danish website -

www.buddhistmeditation.dk

This gives full details of the classes, short idtrctions to the Mindfulness of

Breathing and Metta Bhavana (Development of Lomgdness) meditations,
an interactive map for finding their small centneghe centre of Copenhagen,
and finally their 'Dharma Calendaratvw.dharmakalender.dk, which she describes as " a common

calendar for the Buddhist community in Denmark”.

Advayasiddhi's classes in Denmark are in additotiné existing FWBO presence in neighbouring
Finland, Norway, Germany, Estonia, andRussia

Sunday, December 14, 2008

FWBO Websites V: Buddhist
Pictures

This week’s featured website on FWBO News is BusidRictures,
www.buddhist-pics.com It's the showcase for artwork created by
Visuddhimati, Chairwoman of the FWBQO’s North LondBunddhist
Centre.

The site includes several collections of beauafull evocative female
Buddhist figures darg the ‘Prajnas(the consorts of the Five-Buddha
Mandala);Mamaki Dakinis andPrajnaparamita

There’s finished work and work-in-progress - whidkuddhimati calls
‘Buddha Jottings’. Among these is the enigmatiadsn Tara, drawn in
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1999, of which she writes “the idea for an Africkara hinted at in the above sketch has yet to werk
way into a more developed painting...”

Alongside Visuddhimati's Buddhist images there’srenpersonal work — the ‘Bestiary’ and ‘Handmade
Books’. Of these she writes “To fully appreciatest works the viewer needs to hold them and cdyeful
turn the pages of the exquisite papers. What ligsmis gradually revealed. That may include callgf
constructed sculptural elements. The time it taGatiscover the contents is part of the experiaithe
work, as is touching and enjoying the texture alhgaage. There is an inherent contradiction in gimgg
with this work in glimpsing it on your computer sen!”

Finally, there’s links to a Commissions page arates to buy or download her work — ClearVision have
a special page for this atvw.clear-vision.org/Pictures/Visuddhimati.aspx

Saturday, December 13, 2008

FWBO People Il: Aniruddha

This week’s profile in our new series of ‘FWBO PDeatures
Aniruddha, an Indian Order Member working in trediof ‘NVC’
(Non-Violent Communication).

' His professional training in this and other areas &llowed him to
make a crucial contribution to TBMSG’s work in lagdespecially
in the areas of ‘capacity building’ and change ngemaent. He’s
now moving away from this training work to focus lois NVC
work — and we’re delighted to be able to celebhéte as he makes
this move.

Aniruddha’s website is called ‘Connect to Life, jibfind it at www.connect-2-life.com

His final report, detailing some of the successesl (Challenges) in his work with TBMSG and other
movement trusts can be found on FWBO Feathegs. The report focuses especially on what he calls
‘Social Change through Mind Change’, an area wBergdhism and NVC find themselves in especial
harmony, able to offer something of great valutheoworld. He leaves behind a well-established
‘Capacity-Building Team’ to take his work with TBNESforwards. The team is called ‘Sekho’, a Pali
term meaning “One who facilitates learning”.

Coming next for Aniruddha is a major seminar inuky up in the Himalayan foothills at Rishikesls It
for a wide spectrum of Indian NGOs and will expld¥/C and Social Change’. Thenference flyeris
also on FWBO Features, more details are oNt¥i€ India website, also run by Aniruddha.

Aniruddha is especially keen to be able to offershties to workers for grassroots and less-well-off
NGOs, and we’ve set up a donations page to assiis. He writes —

“l was going to make this request to you some tiraek but was feeling bit hesitant, may be now lehav
the courage to do so, as you might be aware thargveviting NGO’s working for social change from
all over india for this seminar at Rishikesh. Therkk be some NGO’s who cannot afford to pay the
seminar fees which is around £30 GBP for 5 daysuld really like to see these NGO’s coming and
benefiting from this conference; if you could hete do that, that will be such a great support fer so
that | can put more of my energy in making thisfeoence a success..
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£30 will allow someone to attend this conferenceicl, as Aniruddha says, may bring “about
extraordinary transformation in thinking, speakarg acting around the world” If you'd like to doaat
please visitvww.justgiving.com/aniruddha

We wish Aniruddha all the best in his future plamsl work.

Thursday, December 11, 2008
Inspiring Young People with the Dharma

November saw a weekend gathering of 24 people &oange of FWBO
Centres in the UK and beyond. They had met in Bigham UK to explore
the topic “How can we Inspire more Young Peopléwiite Dharma?”.

The meeting had been called because of what cgrberdescribed as the
aging of the Order.

As the chart below makes clear, in the 1970s, wherOrder was first
founded, over half its members were in their 28e fiurple bars to the left
of the chart). Although the Order has grown enorshpaver the intervening
40 years, both 20- and 30-year-old Order Membersiaw largely extinct!
(30-year-olds being represented by the yellow bars)

If we follow a trend of 'like-attracts-like' it'sdnd to see how the FWBO (as a Sangha) will do dtieer
grow older and older — and older. Hence this wedkenerestingly, despite Buddhism’s positive
reputation, this seems to be a problem across timdevBuddhist world, not just with us - thi80O
(http://nbo.org.ukthe UK’s main inter-Buddhist forum) is dedicatiitg next AGM conference to the
same theme.

= Over the course of the weekend the participants —
The aglnq .C:fl :lille Order who ranged in age from 17-60 - generated a rich

collection of ideas for how we might move forwards.

A summary is available oRWBO Resources
they're summarised in the mindmap...

Two talks from the weekend are available on the
Community section ofree Buddhist Audio— one
7 R actually being three short talks, two highly

il ittt autobiographical.

Lindsay’s, the third, was especially clear and picat; giving a three-point plan for how FWBO Cezdr
could inspire more young people with the Dharmae Stcurrently living and working at Taraloka
Retreat Centre. Her's is availablere.

Also, Munisha used the opportunity to conduct vidgerviews with many of the younger people
present, they were asked to answer in just on@@nitinutes one or another of the most popular (and
tricky!) questions that Buddhists get asked agathagain. They're available on ClearVision's exestl

‘VideoSangha site.
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A Facebook group*Young People in the FWBO has been created, for any and all younger peohle
are Buddhists or are exploring Buddhism in the FWB@ends of the Western Buddhist Order). It's a
forum to get to know each other, discuss ideasaaivértise events and retreats.

What comes next? There’s no current plans for agyckentral’ initiatives, we’d welcome comments and
ideas — just leave a comment here or write to FWWWrs.

Postscript
Other Western Buddhist groups are also lookingatswo involve more young people:

* Shambala have a special websitew.youth.shambhala.infan annual Buddhist Youth Festival
(focussing on the three themes of Discussion,dut, Socialising); plus a ‘Vajra Dawn’ study
programme for youth.

* Plum Village have a youth project called “Wake"Usubtitled “Young Buddhists and non-Buddhists
for a Healthy and Compassionate Society” —vg@e®.wkup.org

* Soka Gakkai are reported to have a thriving yowmitlig but we have no information on it.

* In Germany there’s a BuddhaTeens website, in Garrseavww.buddhateens.de

* In Australia there’s a Tibetan initiative “Lovingindness Peaceful Youth” (LKPY) atww.lkpy.org

* Books about/by/for Buddhist Youth have been psidid, especially ‘Blue Jean Buddha’, ‘Buddha’s
Apprentices’, and ‘Dharma Punk'’.

And - as mentioned several times on FWBO News - B8Mn India have created the very successful
NNBY, the National Network of Buddhist Youth — s@ew.justgiving.com/indianbuddhistyouthr their
websitewww.nnby.org

Involve Young People in

sangha/friendship outside Figure out how to
the Buddhist Centre Have Fun; ie, be a
Buddhist AND have a
-~ life...!

-~
&

I‘ Explore issues facing 'Second
Generation Buddhists' ie
children of Buddhist parents Take the Dharma into Universities
and Colleges: encourage young

How Can We e BEr dee'to

communicate the Dharma

Inspire more

@ Have special Young
= People's retreats - at
Rivendell, Taraloka, YO l.l n g PEO p Ie
Buddhafield and elsewhere

With the Make sure Centres have
Explore the image Buddhism has
among young people/in society

a Dana Economy

Dharma?

Start a Gap Year
Project (new Right
Livelihood)

Conduct Rites of
Passage for Young
People

Create Youth facilitators at
Centres; even, young
people's kulas
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Wednesday, December 10, 2008

First retreat for NNBY Youth in Delhi

. Maitriveer Nagarjun, a young India Order Member
= E"-I studying at the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru
I University in Delhi, has sent us this report of NKB
I first big retreat in the Indian capital. NNBY isdia’s
I National Network of Buddhist Youth, started a caupl
. of years ago by Order Members from TBMSG’s
Dhammakranti ‘outreach’ project.

Maitriveer writes —

“For the first time, in the capital of the country
Delhi, we organised a gathering of the youth farfo
days. It was an energetic and inspired retreat,
organised successfully by the National Network of
Buddhist Youth (NNBY) andhammachakra Buddhist Centre
(http://dhammachakra.livejournal.conour newly opened TBMSG Centre in Delhi.

Approximately 120 Youths attended, coming from eujfferent states in North India (Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, Mehéra , Madhya Pradesh, and even Ladakh). The
Theme for the event was ‘Ambedkar and BuddhisntHerYouth’, we met in the Ladakh Buddhist
Monastery.

“Even though people came from all over North Inaia were from different regions , cultures and
Castes, they were able to form a common visionhferCasteless society based on the teaching &@rthe
B.R. Ambedkar and the Buddha.

“The goal of the event was to infuse a new confogeand energy among the youths present; to make
them sensitive to the spiritual life and to encgeréhem in their careers for the betterment of the
fractured Indian society based on Caste. Most@f/thuths were from the so-called ‘Untouchable
community’, so trying to understand the relevancBuxdhism in modern society in the light of Dr.
Ambedkar’s Buddhist vision is of vital importancethem.

“NNBY and Dhammachakra Buddhist Centre is thankfulthe Lama Londang Damchoe, Secretary of
the Ladakh Buddhist Vihara, to the NNBY Nagpur tesmd the core team of the Prabuddha Bharat
Vichar Manch, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delh

“With Maitri, Maitriveer Nagarjun”
NNBY is currently appealing for funds for their ZDBudget. They have created@mnline fundraising

pageintroducing themselves, and are holding a worldensponsored meditation this coming Saturday
night, the Full-Moon.

Over 500 people are expected to take part in Inudies, others in 7 countries.

Please see their special fundraising pagevai.justgiving.com/fullmoonmeditation - all readers of
FWBO News are invited to join us or to contributer the benefit of American readers, the FWBO's
New York Sangha have created a dollar-based dorsapiage atvww.fwbo-nyc.org/byindia.php
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Tuesday, December 09, 2008
Where have all your savings gone - [
and where could they go? Wher

This week’s Economist magazine carries the heatWigere have all your
savings gone?” If any UK or European readers oB®ANews are wondering
the same, they might like to consider joining tbana Partnership the
FWBO has had for many years now with fhedos Bank
www.triodos.co.uk

Triodos describe themselves as “the UK’s most attiethical bank”, and FWBO members in the UK
have over three-quarters of a million pounds deokwith them. They pride themselves on their
transparency, and it's a delight to read their @hneports - which largely feature project aftesjpct in
fields as diverse as nature, the environment, &jlgocial business, the arts, housing, and muak.mo

You can see their current list of borrowersvatw.triodos.co.uk/uk/who we finance They have for
many years been the lender of choice for new FWB{epts, financing many of the FWBQO’s
communities and Right Livelihood businesses.

Triodos has been conducting research among merabtrs UK
public, asking how the recent banking crises hdfexi®d their

: ‘ , relationship with their money. They report: “Follmg the
Tl'lﬂdDS B&H 1\ Northern Rock crisis, 61% of those interviewed Vilaoe a
banking product, said that they now wanted to kmmove about how their bank invests their money”.

Triodos have recently launched a new rangea@fngs accounts and there’s a free copy of the popular
‘Go Slow England’ book on offer to new customefs/du’d like to know where your savings are going,
try looking into Triodos...! When you join ther@s option to donate some of the interest payabtséo
or another charity - including the FWBO.

Although small compared to the high street giahtmdos are a fully-fledged bank, describing
themselves as “a fully independent bank and a giookesustainable and transparent banking”. Thgy sa
“Our mission is to make money work for positive isyoenvironmental and cultural change. For Triodos
Bank, banking has always been a matter of truetsparency and a long-term relationship with our
savers and borrowers...”

Anyone interested to read more around the mystetigpic of money is invited to read the fascinating
‘Mindfulness and Money, written by two Order Members, Kulananda and Malahha. Kulananda
founded Windhorse Trading, the FWBO'’s largest adtsuccessful Right Livelihood business, and is
now an honorary research fellow at Bangor Univgrsihere he teaches a moduleRBuddhist
Psychology while Mahaprabha lectures in Strategic and Iragomal Management at Britain's
prestigious_ondon Business School

Monday, December 08, 2008

What Buddhists do at
Christmas - on the BBC

e _._ Dharmacharinis Munisha and Vajramudita, Vajramuslifamily and
the FWBO'sVlanchester Buddhist Centreall appeared on BBC1

MUINISITA
L1}
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TV last Sunday morning (7th December).

Their short series 'Christmas Voices' is takinggy\short look each week at how people of othehsai
celebrate Christmas. This week it was the Buddhists.

Munisha says: "The interviewers asked me what Bistlslkhink about Jesus. | was sorry they didn't use
the bit where | said most Buddhists worldwide hpxabably never heard of him! But it was very good
that they featured ManchesteCkinese Buddhist templeas well as us. After all, minority ethnic groups
account for about 60% of UK Buddhists but are vegrginalised. (In case you wonder, the Chinese
Buddhists were invited to be interviewed but noraes willing.)"

Sunday, December 07, 2008

FWBO Websites |V the Sanc_tuar_y of
Prajnaparamita - ~ :

This week’s featured website was
created by Sagaravajra, an Order
Member from Bristol UK. It is
dedicated to Prajna-Paramita, a
beautiful female Buddha figure
embodying the qualities of the
Perfection of Wisdom.

More specifically, his site is devoted tc
the ‘Sanctuary’ he has created to her. §

He writes -

"The Prajnaparamita sanctuary is the s
culmination of a personal spiritual g ' | e T :
odyssey. On my ordination into the Western Buddbrster I recelved a V|suaI|sat|on practlce of
Prajnaparamita, who embodies the qualities of #réeBtion of Wisdom.

“Basing my own work on a stunning Javanese rendiioher, | began working on a sculptural
representation as part of my own exploration. Af@mpleting the figure, | felt the need to comeint
closer relation to her essence, and | was fortueradeigh to be involved in founding a small
contemplative community nestled in a limestoneexaih Spain, the Guhyaloka vihara.

“Realising the importance of the surrounding conte#xthe sculpture, | became interested in the mfea
sacred space, and the possibility of creating ataary or landscape for the sculpture to inhabit”.

His dream came true, and the Sanctuary appeaatetbin a remote woodland in the Blackdown Hills
in Devon. The website covers the story of histieteship with the figure, the labyrinth and mandala
being created around the central shrine, the amaéptadorning the surrounding land, and a littleemo
about Sagaravajra himself. It's no substitute lier eal thing, of course — but if you’re not forate
enough to be passing Devon, it may serve as a tasks Sagaravajra writes -

“On entering this fertile landscape populated vgings, ferns, owls, deer and archetypal sculpfure
one steps into a realm of heightened significaoteetaphor and imagination”.

You'll find the Sanctuary on-line atww.geocities.com/perfection _of wisdom_sanctuary
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Saturday, December 06, 2008

FWBO People I: Dayamati - a
'Clearness Process' in Albuquerque

This is the first in a new series on FWBO News:rg\gaturday starting now we
hope to feature a profile of one or another ofrttaay wonderful and diverse
people who make up the Buddhist 'Sangha’, or contypuf the FWBO and
Western Buddhist Order. There's over 1,600 menfdaise Western Buddhist
Order, so it may take us some time to get throbhgmtall - especially as it's
growing all the time!

We start with Dayamati, an Order Member from Albeigque, New Mexico, USA. He's perhaps best-
known for his book,LLand of No Buddhgpublished by Windhorse Publications, the FWBQublshing
wing. Anyone familiar with the book will know hims “a sceptical Buddhist” (quoting here Windhorse’s
description of him on their website, where he iswn by his secular name of Richard Hayes) — but one
who nonetheless proposes the radical path of thielBato those seeking genuine wisdom, “not just
slogans to stick on the bumpers of their cars”.

His explorations have now led him to what is peshap unexpected place. He writes —

“Dear friends, earlier this month | formally becamenember of the Albuquerque Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). The reqtmstnembership came after attending the meeting
regularly for three years, and after about fiverged experience attending Quaker meetings in Canad
from 1968 through 1975.

“The step of being what is called a convinced Quakeolves a number of steps, including meetindhwit
a committee of Quaker elders and discussing omigations. In my case | also consulted with my
kalyanamitras in the FWBO and sought their opiroarwhether being a Quaker was in their eyes in any
way incompatible with being a dharmachari in the @/Blo objections were voiced by my
kalyanamitras. On the Quaker side there was nacbbjeto my being a Buddhist going for refuge ie th
WBO context and being a Quaker.

“Now that the step has been taken, | am feelingrttaking an announcement to the wider FWBO
community is in order. | have written something aomy motivations and experiences on my blog site,
the address of which is under my signature belam lcurious what the range of opinion within the
FWBO is on membership in more than one religiogmnization, especially when one of them does not
have Buddhist roots.

“Something to bear in mind in my case is that ¢ labout 1000 miles from the nearest FWBO chapter.
Attending dharmachari chapter meetings regulartyisof the question. The closest thing | have tbtm

a WBO chapter meeting is a Quaker meeting. The WatQuakers make corporate decisions, and the
way they meet for spiritual practice, is very semnilo the way things are done in the (F)WBO. Thad 4
am sure | would attend Quaker meetings regularbnefthere were a nearby chapter of the WBO...”

“Dayamati
Comments welcome! Dayamati’s article is also adé on therder page of FWBO Discussion- a

website full of thoughtful perspectives on the FWBQ its appreoach to the Dharma. Or check his
blogs -http://dayamati.home.comcast.r@@tdhttp://dayamati.blogspot.cam

# $ %& Lo (



Thursday, December 04, 2008
Buddhafield New Zealand up and running, plans

festival...

Akasadaka, an Order Member from the FWBO'’s
Sudarshanaloka retreat centre, high in the
Coromandel Mountains of New Zealand, writes
to say -

“Buddhafield is manifesting deep in the South
Pacific in the land of the Kiwi.

Our mission is to build up a community of like-
minded Dharma practitioners and create the first
ever Buddhafield Festival down under. It's going
to be an organic process thing!

“We are currently based at Sudarshanaloka in
the Coromandel Ranges. Every year we attend
Prana Festival so plan if you can to come, it'a$sdof good people, good food and good vibes.

“Recent News? Well, preparation for Prana is wetler way, Jayaghosa has been working hard along
with the help of Matt and Rosie. We have a fullgreom of
workshops planned, as well as Dharmamudra comifepth
Taiji. There’ll be space for Dharmavaca (DharmacDssion) in
the evenings”.

He ends by saying “If you are coming do not forgebring a
costume for New Years Eve, theme is masqueradeduit let
that stop you from going a bit mental...”

You cancontact Buddhafield New Zealandhere - or find them
on Facebook — go look f@uddhafield NZ

The Buddhafield ‘family’ now includeBuddhafielditself; Buddhafield NorthBuddhafield Eastand
more — on the web there’s distant fond memoriesRiiddhafield Ireland. All share a love of Buddhist
practice in the natural world; all delight in thegic that happens when like-minded people come
together — and all are willing to put in the hardriwit takes to make something happen out-of-doors...

Tuesday, December 02, 2008
Razor Wire Dharma: in prison in America

y Priyamitra, an Order Member from Spokane, WashmgttSA, has written to FWBO
News to say —

;m-" “stensl “One of the prisoners I've had the pleasure oftprag with for a number of years has
" Vi—’ﬂﬂﬁw just had a book published.

i A g A |
N EURDNEST LIFE IV FHSON

“Calvin Malone practiced for more than a dozen gemith the "Gateless Sangha", a
| Buddhist practice group at Airway Heights CorrecidCenter, the largest prison in the
| Washington penitentiary system. Razor-Wire Dharetaunts Calvin's life in prison,
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his turning to the Buddha-Dharma, and ways thalifeisand the lives of those around him, have
changed through his going for refuge to the Thexeels.

“Each chapter tells of an event common to liferisgn life; each illustrates how his practice hasrb
challenged and grown through living out the Budslb@&ching. These are very personal tales he fidlls,
of real suffering, real people, and real transfdroma

“Until this past June Calvin was a cornerstonehef Gateless Sangha. He was then transferred tbeanot
prison, initially leaving the Sangha somewhat kiss - over the years he had encouraged, guided,
coaxed, and supported a huge number of inmatéegstruggled to find some peace in the hell-realm
that prison can seem.

“Prison is a fearful place. Shakyamuni's exclammatiat 'Friendship is the whole of the spirituéa'li

rings true in Razor-Wire Dharma. Calvin learnedpbever of friendship from his teachers, one of whom
was Aryadaka — another Order Member, who diedyea's ago. My entry into prison Dharma teaching
was similarly through a friendship with Aryadaka.

“Both Calvin and Aryadaka have gone; I'm left tagtice with the Gateless Sangha in their absemcke, a
every week | practice with them | experience thisnfdship with my razor-wire Dharma brothers. As th

Gateless Sangha continues without Calvin, its mesndoe finding that they are able to pass on to-new

comers the guidance and friendship that they redeinom him”.

Razor-Wire Dharma has just been released by Wisdom Publications.

Monday, December 01, 2008

TBMSG in Japan: presenting Indian Buddhist
et e e Youth work

R T—

Five members of TBMSG,
the FWBO'’s Indian wing,
are just back (in India)

from attending the annual
World Fellowship of
Buddhist Youth

conference, which this year
was held in Japan. This is a
major step onto the
international Buddhist
stage for them, and Yashosagar, one of the demgatéchalrman of TBMSG, has sent us this report —

“The 24th General Conference of the World Fellowsbfi Buddhists(WWEB) and the 15th General
Conference of the World Fellowship of Buddhist o(#/FBY) was devoted to the subject of “The
Buddhist Contribution to Resolving Social Problemsivas held from 14th to 17th November 2008 at
the Asakusa View hotel, in Asakusa Japan.

“370 people from all over the world attended thafecence of WFB and WFBY (WFBY is the youth
section of the WFB). Nearly twelve countries’ retabcenters were present.
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“The WFBY'’s purpose is to promote and strengthetiewstanding and practice of the teaching of the
Lord Buddha among youth and increase respect aty fmwards the Triple Gem, our parents, elders and
to each other. It aims to promote unite, solidaaitg networking among young Buddhists around the
world.

“TBMSG is one of the Regional Centres of WFB andBNFn India, and Priyadarshi and | made a
special presentation of our work and especiallyyamuth work. We presented Dr. Ambedkar’s
contribution to Buddhism and also what we are damigpdia, our activities in India, particularlyegmew
situation which is arising in India for the growdhBuddhism. We were able to show the great infteen
of our work is having in India on people’s mindsople felt very happy to see our slideshow, thadjv
Buddhism in India.

After the presentation were Symposiums — DhammarM@ingesh Dahiwale was also invited to speak
on ‘Buddhism Past Present and Future’, particulanlyhe youth’s situation. One of the panelistsnfro
Japan expressed his concern over the isolationuwthyg in Japan from Buddhism. He expressed the need
for youth’s participation in Buddhism and the sbaietion.

“Interaction with many people from the differentiseof the world is the most important part of this
conference in our view. To share with each otheatwwe are doing and what we can do together.
Actually it was a great occasion to meet many Bigtdieople throughout the world - making contact
with them gives you an idea of their situation avatk they do.

“Later on a Prayer and
Procession for world peace
was arranged; all 370 of us
silently walked td&Senso-ji
Temple where we held peace
prayers and then a
Traditional Tea Ceremony.
All the people were served
the green Japanese tea by the
Japanese Sisters in their
traditional dresses.

“The WFBY youth

conference concluded by
organizing a two year action
plan. We in India are havmg a special youth progia January 2009 - Dr. Ong See Yew, the new Vice-
President of WFBY, is coming with Young Buddhigtsnh Malaysia to our centre in India (Bhaja, Pune)
to do workshops on youth leadership. Most likelytys from other WFBY regional centres like Nepal,
Sri-Lanka and Bangladesh will also take part is fiiogram.

We are currentlyundraising for this and other youth work in India, please do contelfiyyou wish to
assist us — just visitww.justgiving.com/indianbuddhistyouth .

“Now we are looking forward to our Youth leadershigvelopment program in January 2009. The
connection we make during the conference help b® to touch with each other and share what we do
and cooperate with each other to help the youtim fifee world and youth from India.

“Yours in the Dhamma, Yashosagar
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Sunday, November 30, 2008

FWBO Websﬂes IlI: Buddhist Images

%1 No 3 in our weekly series showcasing websites ety members of the
~ Western Buddhist Order featur®sddhist Images-
www.buddhistimages.co.uk

Buddhist Images is an on-line shop run by DhirapsatiOrder Member
« from Manchester UK — but a regular traveller to Blephere he buys his
.. fine quality Buddhist statues (rupas), Buddhishpiags (thangkas) and
Buddhist ritual items of all sorts.

Dhiramati takes particular pride in his relatioqshivith the local craftspeople and their familiesost of
whom run fairly small scale family operations thave been handed down generation to generation.

On the website (besides the shopping opportundifards!) there’s a video showing how the thangka
paintings are made; and step-by-step guides tm#ieng of the metal or wooden statues (rupas) — the
raw copper being poured into clay moulds, and therked on until the figure is finally painted caxky
by hand; the wood slowly moving through stages ftoee trunk to Buddha....

Due to the close relationship with the artisansngeves, Dhiramati is able to say “If you don't st
you are looking for please contact usdiniramati@buddhistimages.co.akd we can advise - we have
many happy customers who have used us to sourcetisioig special or have something made to order.”

The photograph shows some of Dhiramati’s stockisplay at an Order Convention.

Saturday, November 29, 2008
Events in Mumbai: reflections by Vishvapani

Events in Mumbai have dominated international headlthis week. In India, Buddhists are in a tiny
minority compared to the Hindus and Muslims. Buivimight their say, following such an outrage?

Readers of FWBO/TBMSG News may be interested ireOktember Vishvapani’s calm reflections,
broadcast on the UK’s Radio Foditfought for the Day’, to an audience of many millions. You can
listen to, orread his words on the BBC website.

He concludes - “Compassion requires the couragmctsuffering steadily with an open, kindly heart.
That brings understanding, and that rouses ustitonad he intended product of terrorism, by cortiress

‘terror'. Declaring a ‘war' on that terror won'dwhthe way out of cycles of violence and repri®éé can

only find a path beyond terror by facing it dirgctl

To all afflicted by suffering we would add, in thverds of Shantideva —
“May all sentient beings possess happiness

And the causes of happiness;

May they be separated from suffering,

And the causes of suffering;

May they never be separated

From the happiness that knows no suffering;
May they abide in equanimity,

Free from attachment and aversion”.

# $ %& T (



Friday, November 28, 2008
Thanksglvmg Appeal for a 'caste-free generation'

Ann Dennehy, a mitra from the FWBQO’s San Francisco
center, is launching an appeal for Jai Bhim Inteomal. All
readers of FWBO News are invited to respond. Siie sa

"Dear Buddhist Friends - | would like to tell yobaut a
project | have been working on for the past few thenlt is
a non-profit | have created, Jai Bhim Internatiopnedjistered
in the US, to support the social justice work ofiD@x-
untouchable) Buddhist youth in India. There is teda
information about this community, and about theeas
system as an urgent human rights issue, on ouriteebs

www.jaibhiminternational.org .

"The Dalits, considered "untouchable" in the Himdiste system (now officially called "ex-untouchdble
but still considered low-caste inpractice) haveethoppression in India for centuries. Things hasenb
slowly changing for the past 50 years, thanks ¢éovtbrk and inspiration of the great Human Rights
Leader Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, the chief architecinafependent India's constitution. Our organization
is named in his honor. JAI BHIM, means "Long liveiB/Dr. Ambedkar”, and is a common greeting
between Dalit Indians. Dr. Ambedkar converted tal@uism 52 years ago in October, as a way of
stepping out of the oppressive caste system. Higazsion, or "diksha", set off a mass conversion
movement which continues to this day, and whichbdeses supported by Bhante Sangharakshita.

"In the past year | have been to India twice, aftreturn in December for a month to work on JBI
projects. | have been so inspired by the Dalitestdsi | have met, their open-heartedness, theiticitga
their motivation, and their commitment to justice their community. It is because of them thatvéna
created our non-profit, in order to encourage arppert the projects they are creating themselves. |
December we will be providing scholarships for fdents to attend a national youth conference in Bo
Dharan, central India. | will also be leading actear training workshop in the city of Nagpur fodian
English teachers, which is the beginning of a lterga ESL teacher mentoring project.

"Sadly, | have just received an email from our Bolslember in India saying that recently university
students from a Dalit background haveb een vigjeaithicked in cities across India, and that their
communities have been prevented by the police fseacefully protesting. There is more on our blog:
http://jaibhim.livejournal.orgThis news makes the work | am doing in India sdkthe more urgent and
important, and is a reminder of how caste oppressia serious, and overlooked, human rights issue.

"l am appealing for your support of our projectse Wfe currently accepting donations onwabsite

and your donation of $25 will allow a Dalit studeatiravel across India and be on retreat at the
upcoming National Buddhist Youth conference in Bbyaran in December. Please consider sponsoring a
young member of our sangha in this way, investmtihe next generation of Buddhists, a caste-free
generation.

"It is the Thanksgiving holiday here in the U.Sddhis Thanksgiving | am reflecting on how tharikfu
am for Buddhism and for all of you in the sangh@ding the dharma out into the world.

"Happy Thanksgiving to you, wherever you might be.

"Jai Bhim , Ann Dennehy,
Creative Director Jai Bhim International San Francisco Buddhist Center
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Thursday, November 27, 2008
Abhayaratna Trust - relieving hardship in the

Western Buddhist Order

The Abhayaratna Trust is a new and rather different
FWBO charity. Instead of focussing on spreading the
Dharma, its objects are “To relieve financial haids
among members of the Western Buddhist Order,
particularly in the face of sickness, old age cadility”.

They say —

; “The scope of this new Charity is to help membédrsur
Order who find themselves in hardshlp due to pgyearticularly in old age, sickness or disabilithe
need may be particularly acute for those who hawveked for a large part of their lives to bring the
Dharma to others, either directly or indirectlyagh the structures of the F/WBO, living on ince@me
which have not allowed for savings or pension.

“The vision is of Order Members helping each otineough the transitions of life, in sickness and ol
age, eventually preparing for death supported by fhiends in the Sangha.

“Donations to the Abhayaratna Trust will go dirgdtbwards helping individual Order Members in need,
or to support relevant new projects or researchoddgh grants we hope to bring ease to the livedrder
Members in need, helping them to continue leadmgdive spiritual life within the Sangha for aado

as they want to. Help might be given with cost afitity aids or attendance on retreats, for iterins o
practical or spiritual benefit — where other furglbodies are unable to help. We hope the providing
grants towards projects or research might encoutegmitiation of projects of benefit to Order Mbears

in need such as a Buddhist hospice or speciallgtadacommunity facilities”.

Sadhu Abhayaratna!
And they've just been granted Charitable statugyTére delighted as this opens the door for them to

receive donations, whether one-off, regular, @dameone’s Will. If you are interested in contrilog;
contact details are available hevevw.fwbo-news.org/resources/Abhayaratna launch 08pdf .

They hope to make the first of many annual Disbhuesgs towards the end of 2009.

The photograph shows the Abhayaratna Trust’s Fagn@rustees:- Dayanandi (Chair), Jnanamitra
(Secretary), Shantiprabha (Treasurer), Cittapaf@rimottara, and Padmadhara (absent).
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Wednesday, November 26, 2008
Jumbo Retreat in Indla — report and photos

Ashvajit was in India from late September to early
November this year. The visit began to take shape
when Amitayus asked him, at the Indian Order
Convention early this year, if he would lead a
‘Jumbo’ retreat in Amaravati, a town in the
Vidarbha area of central India.

Knowing that there were a considerable number of
Order members in the area who would be keen to
help, and following the age-old Buddhist tradition
of accepting all invitations to teach the Dharma,
Ashvajit said yes, he would. Thus began eight
months of preparation involving more or less
continuous communication with Amitayus and quite
a few other Order members both Eastern and Western.

One of the first tasks was to raise funds, anavith, a few hints from Lokabandhu JastGiving Appeal
was set up on the Web under the auspicés/dBO Dhammaloka, and an email sent to all non-Indian
Order Members inviting them to take a look at iitWh a few days, funds started pouring in. It @as
very heartening experience to witness such gengrdsit there was a long way to go.

And then one day a donation came in for £3,000 faoshonor who wished to remain anonymous!
Ashvajit wondered for a moment if he was dreaming,no, it was real. Such generosity was deeply
affirming, and from that point on, all involved tine preparation for the Jumbo Retreat shared am eve
greater sense of enthusiasm and possibilitiesttiarwith which they'd begun.

Once in India, in early September, Ashvajit begavhestle-stop tour around Vidarbha. Each day for
about 14 days leading up to the Jumbo retreat tidrnteam travelled to one or another outlyingela
giving about 20 public talks, including one to awd of 100,000 people in Chandrapur, and many much
smaller ones — which, he says, he preferred.

Then came the Jumbo Retreat itself, which 1,20@leeattended. It was held under canvas in pleasant
countryside outside Amaravati and very well-orgadiby the team of local Order members. Mornings
saw double meditations, which, Ashvajit said, weeep considering the number of people present,
followed by a Dhamma talk, translated of coursasT¥as followed by study groups which were very
much appreciated, and question-and-answer seggitims afternoon. These proved especially popular,
the answers often attracting applause.

The pre-retreat tour had managed to attract husdredeople who were experiencing the Dharma fer th
first time, and at the end of the retreat somdneirt were weeping, they had enjoyed themselves sb.mu

Ashvajit commented afterwards he felt that he’chgdiquite as much from the tour and retreat asate h
given, and expressed his deep gratitude to the AvatirOrder members and to all those in the West wh
had contributed so generously and made the whilg gossible.

Photos of the event and some of the tours areadblaibnFlickr andPicasa

In early March there’s the 7th International Dharkraati retreat; this will be held at Buddhagayaniro
1st March evening to 6th March evening 2009, shtagdter the International Order Convention. Thay t
are seeking sponsors — please see tisitefor more details.
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Tuesday, November 25, 2008

Flrst FWBO retreat |n Ontario, Canada

Harshaprabha, an Order Member who has a long-
standing connection with Canada, has contacted
FWBO News to tell us -

"The FWBO held its first ever residential weekend
retreat in Ontario, Canada from the 7th till 9th
November. It was held at tligdlen Tara Retreat
Centre, Mount Forest.

"There were 12 of us on the retreat, most coming
from in or around Guelph but some from as far away

as Goderich and Toronto.

"It was great having two Mitras on the retreatuport me - Joe Kosofsky from Toronto and ChrigsPet
from Colchester. Chris is a good friend and hadagswvanted to come to visit Canada and meet my
friends who he had seen in photos and heard so ahait.

"The theme of the retreat was Kindness and likey®&NBO retreats, kindness was felt by all who came.
| really appreciated being in the company of frieittl and new. Their willingness to engage in
meditation, study and puja, as well as their opssm@®d humor was fantastic to be around.

"The reporting out at the end was very heartfedt moving. | hope that this is the first of manyreets in
a Province of Canada that is over twice the siz8reft Britain.

"If you would like to support my activities theréepse visit my fundraising page
www.justgiving.com/harshaprabha This is a simple, secure, and tax-efficient wagadntribute to
spreading the Dharma in Canada.

Funds will be used to supply books, CDs, DVDs, raiin cushions and shrine gear. Monies would also
assist in setting up a FWBO Ontario website ang ttedse interested go on FWBO retreats in Canada
and America.

There is also a small FWBO CenteMancouver.
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More News inside.............
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“In November the LBC celebrated its"3@nniversary, and
Sangharakshita was present to unveil Aloka’s magamt new paintini
— shown here in process of creation! See the #ughainting inside...

Indian Ordinations  Record numbers of women are being ordained in Jnuith 15 scheduled
for early January. But the Indian women’s ordioatieam are appealing for funds - details inside.

Date for your diary: FWBO
International Urban Retreat

June 2009 will see the FWBO's first ever
International Urban retreat.

These have been pioneered at a few FWBO centres

over the past few years, and have proven bot
popular and effective.

The dates ar20-27th June 2009

All readers of FWBO News world4dde are welcom
to take part, whether or not they are near an FWBO

Centre. Find it on Facebook — look for the
I
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